”IF_\"ML build it, they will come,” goes the famous
line from the 1989 movie Field of Direams,

That line also might apply to Biemingham. The
ity is a regional center for the engineering profes-
sion, with mumerous high-tech enterprises making
it a field of dreams for skilled engineers. Demand
is heavy for both seasoned engineers and new
;.:r-l-dllalrr.'h. :Il]u't'l-'i:ng cr]}:il:cl:r'mg firms to flourish
i tl'l'l.-‘ I-.'-Il]u'. The UAR School of “Lhilu'a:-. has con-
tributed to the growth by allowing many engineers
to obtain graduate degrees in the MBA program.

Building a Tradition

One example of 4 hometown engineering com-
pany that now does business all over the world is
BE&K, named the |:i|::|.".-'= top engineering firm for
2004 by the Birmingham Business Jowrnal With
10,000 employees and
2003 revenues of $1.1
billion, BE&K was
number 249 on
Forbes magazine's
2003 listings of the
largest private compa-
nies in the United
States.

BE&K designs,
builds. and maintains
many large projects
around the country,
iﬂl.'l'll.h'-il'lj.: Sparts sta-
divms, pulp-and-
paper pl.lllrw, and
industrial parks. The
company alse pro-
vides engineering
cxpertise for other
firms; for example,
BE&K
Honda’s Lincoln,
Alabama, plant in a

designed

joint venture with a Canadian firm, bur others
handled the construction.

Mike Goodrich, CEO of BE&K, says Birmang-
ham has a history of enginecering excellence, “After
Waorld Wae 11, there was a lot of construction
going on n the South, and many local men who
had served in the war started engineering and con-
struction companies,” Goodrich savs. “Besides
these STArt-up t‘ﬂlllpﬂnicf-, northern firms h:.-;.g.|.||
locating here. One example was Bust Engineering,
which cxpanded its Birmingham office in the
19505,

“Along with the growth of the construction
ill-L'ILI:h.H_'I-‘. there was A congenirion uj-L'||;_l|'|r'|u'-|._-|'1. in
Birmingham because of the steel mndustry and
companies such as Southern Company Services
and BellSouth, which located here.”

Mike Goodrich and Usday Biare hirve seen Brrntinghans

cvolve info a regional CREINSCRTG center.
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and others. "The main growth

engine for any engmneening com-  J/
pany is access to well-trained, l\'-.‘
well-educated people,” Goodrich ‘.\
says. “Arca schools certainly provide
us with a good supply of tlent.”

The UAB School of Business has been \
a strong source of talent, BE&K has hired '\
a number of UAB business graduates, %
including Don Chastain (control engincer),
Mileon Davis (manager of business develop- 1\
ment), James Early (leader of procurement, mate-
rials handling), Barry
Goodwin (manager
of scheduling), Alesia
Jones (compensation
and planning man-
ager), Merriam Mul-
roy (cost accountant),
Brady Parks (graphics
project coordinator),
l’]li | i]'l Irnw nsen |.|.
(estimator), Thomas
Wilder
resources manager),
and Layla Winkler
LB accountant),

(human

Of the Earth

Some of Birming-
ham's engincering
Firms fill special
niches. One is Bhate
Enginecring, which
specializes in geotechnical engineering. “All our
work is below ground,” says Uday Bhate (MBA,
1977), the firm's CEQ. “The strength of a build-
ing’s foundation may depend on the work we do.”

Bhate says the Birmingham area, with its com-
|1:||:-.'|: 'r:t‘n]n!.{iu'.il formations, prnndu:, |1|+:r=rj|' of
opportunitics for his specialey. “Such conditions as
underground mines, sloping rock beds, and sink-
holes posc |"'“'Ti.‘I:Ii:I[ '|!I'l.'l|.1||.':lll'\. Il.ur 1‘|'|.:|_:'|r1|:1:rw. tis
hi!ll'-'l-'." ]li: '\:k_'t'h. ]:[i': Ht.ll.tl |:li. fr:_\ g‘|n||]|:|_lr|_"1_'=. |1-_|-‘
worked on such |'.|n|.f::cr-= as the Hinnl]lg]uln -_I:'I'—
ferson Convention Complex, SouthTrust Tower,
and UAB's new University Hospital.

After 25 years, Bhare 15 pleased with his deci-
sion to develop an engineering firm in Birming-
ham., “The waork ethic of the '|_1r_'1r[1||: here 15 _|_-.'|:'|,',||'1-'
he says. “Birmingham is a good place to do busi-

ness, to hve, and to raice a family,”
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